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Marie Antoinette
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1. Marie Antoinette
A. Wife of Louis XVI
Sleollous 225 Maric Antoinette only 14 years old

B. She was not French, but a Hapsburg from Austria. | when she married the 15-year-old
C. She was snobbish and loved to live extravagantly. fiise king of Foancs Louls XVE

It took seven years o the future king and queen (0 consummate their marriage. Just hours after they fiest met, the young
teenagers were escorted to the bridal chamber on thelr wedding night by the groom's grandfather, King Louis XV. After
the King blessed their bed, gave both a kiss and eft the room to allow them o start work on producing a royal heir,
nothing happened between the two relative strangers that night. Apparently, nothing happened for the next seven years
either. The dauphin suffered from a painful medical condition that rendered him impotent, and the palace gossip soon
circulated around Europe. Finally in 1777, King Louis XVI underwent surgery to correct the problem and within a yes
Marie Antoinette bore the first o the couple’s four children.

‘A iyt village was bult for her af Versailes,
‘While peasants starved in villages throughout France, Maric
Antoinette commissioned the construction of the Petit
Hameau, a utopian hamlet with lakes, gardens, cottages,
watermills and a farmhouse on the palace grounds. The
queen and her ladies-in-waiting dressed up as peasants and
pretended to be milkmaids and shepherdesses In their
picturesque rural retreat. Marie Antoinette’s claborate
Spending on rivolities such as the Petit Hameau infuriated
revolutionaries and carned her the moniker “Madame
Defict.”
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starving and the country was
broke, the royal family
showed off their wealth and
continued to spend money.
Queen Marie Antoinette :
lived a life of great pleasure
and extravagance.
*The angry women marched
on to the King and Queen’s
palace in Versailles, Paris,
demanding “Bread!”
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Time to think:
Now if you were living in France in the 1789, what would your impression 
be of your Queen?
Additional reading : www.bastile-day.com  ( for the biography of  Marie Antoinette )
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